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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Transportation Capital Improvement Program (TCIP) includes all transportation 

projects and improvements in the Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

planning area that are not federally funded.  The projects listed within this document are capital 

improvement projects that affect the MPO Planning Area’s transportation system.  These 

transportation projects are compiled from the MPO member governments’ respective capital 

improvement plans. 
 

The TCIP, along with the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), is prepared annually 

for upcoming fiscal years and allows the MPO and its members to have a more comprehensive 

view of transportation projects and improvements that are going to be implemented throughout the 

MPO Planning Area.  This document contains all planned TCIP projects for Fiscal Years 2010-

2013 as of June 2009 (Fiscal Year runs from July 1 to June 30).  
 

The MPO includes sixteen member cities:  Altoona, Ankeny, Bondurant, Carlisle, Clive, 

Des Moines, Grimes, Johnston, Mitchellville, Norwalk, Pleasant Hill, Polk City, Urbandale, 

Waukee, West Des Moines, Windsor Heights; two associate non-voting cities: Cumming and 

Indianola; and includes unincorporated portions of three member counties:  Dallas County, Polk 

County, and Warren County.  MPO membership and voting privilege is open to all local 

governments that possess a population of 1,500 persons or more persons and are located within the 

MPO Planning Area Boundary.  The MPO carries out its transportation planning responsibilities in 

cooperation with the Iowa Department of Transportation (Iowa DOT), the Des Moines Area 

Regional Transit Authority (DART) and the Heart of Iowa Regional Transit Agency (HIRTA).  

Special thanks to the MPO members who have provided the information within this document; not 

all local governments prepare CIPs.  

 

The members of the MPO consider the planned projects listed within this document to be 

subject to change at any time.  
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MAJOR BUDGET PROGRAMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 
 
Assessment – Fees assessed to the affected property owners to assist with project funding.   
 
General Obligation Bonds (G.O. Bonds) - Issued to get money on credit for projects, popular 
because primarily based the ability to tax; the most common source of funding projects.  
 
Road User Tax Fee (RUT) – Part of the gasoline tax received from the State of Iowa for roadway 
projects. 
 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) – Funds spent on current projects based on the assumed increase 
of tax revenue in a TIF-designated district.  
 
Gifts – Private funding contributions for a project. 
 
Grants – State funding support. 
 
Gaming Monies – Revenues received from state gambling entities. 
 
Developer - Developer contributions assist in project funding. 
 
Farm-to-Market – State or county designated roadways with connected funds to assist movement 
of agriculture products on secondary roads. 
 
Local – Funds designated primarily to aid local residents in movement.   
 
General Funds – Unobligated city funds. 
 
(Blank) – Funding sources not cited in CIP. 
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