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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 

Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Executive Committee 
*************************** 

11:30 a.m., Wednesday, January 12, 2011 
MPO Meeting Room 

*************************** 
TENTATIVE AGENDA 

 
The established protocol for minutes of this meeting will be to list all attendees, and with each item on which a 
vote is conducted in the ordinary course in order to take formal action, those voting nay or abstaining will be 
identified by name.  Any member who is absent from the meeting for any period of time during which a vote of 
the body is taken, is expected to notify the recording secretary at the conclusion of the meeting so that the 
absence can be duly noted in the minutes.  Roll Call votes will be taken as required by law or upon the request 
of any member that is approved by the chair, and the vote of each member for or against the proposition, or 
abstention, will be incorporated in the minutes or recorded on a separate sheet attached to the minutes. 
 
I. Call to Order 
II. Approval of Agenda 
III. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

A. December 8, 2010, Meeting........................................................................................ page 3 
B. December 8, 2010, Special Meeting ........................................................................... page 6 
C. December 29, 2010, Special Meeting ......................................................................... page 8 
D. December 30, 2010, Special Meeting ....................................................................... page 11 
 

IV. Action Item 
Federal Fiscal Year 2015 Surface Transportation Program and Surface Transportation 
Program Transportation Enhancement Project Priority Ranking Scores......................... page 13 
 

V. Business Items 
A. Fiscal Year 2012 Unified Planning Work Program and Budget Development........... page 17 
B. Guidelines for the Sustainable Communities Steering Committee............................ page 18 
C. Federal Fiscal Year 2012 Transportation Appropriations Project List ....................... page 20 
D. Meeting Facility Rental Agreement ........................................................................... page 25 
E. Passenger Rail Update ............................................................................................. page 32 
F. Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Update..................................... page 33 
 

VI. Approval of the January 20, 2011, MPO Agenda 

VII. Other Non-Action Items of Interest to the Committee 
VIII. Next Meeting Date 
 11:30 a.m., Wednesday, February 9, 2011, MPO Meeting Room 

 
IX. Adjournment 
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MEETING MINUTES 
 

Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Executive Committee 

11:30 a.m., Wednesday, December 8, 2010 
MPO Meeting Room 

Urbandale, Iowa 
 
The MPO Executive Committee held a meeting at 11:30 a.m. on December 3, 2010, in the MPO Meeting 
Room.  Before the meeting, the MPO staff sent agenda packets to the MPO Executive Committee’s 
representatives and posted the agenda at the MPO office at 2:47 p.m. on December 3, 2010.  The fiscal 
year-to-date publication cost of meeting minutes for the MPO: $764.75.  In addition to these 
published tentative minutes, there also may be additional meeting notes on file with the MPO staff 
that are public records and available upon request as provided by law.  These tentative minutes 
reflect all action taken at the meeting. 
 
 
Members Present: 
 
Ted Ohmart, City of West Des Moines 
Robert Mahaffey, City of Des Moines 
Angela Connolly, Polk County 
Brian Laurenzo, City of Johnston 
Tom Hockensmith, Polk County  
Chris Coleman, City of Des Moines 
 
Members Absent: 
 
Scott Cirksena, City of Clive 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Others Present: 
 
Mike Clayton, Iowa Department of 

Transportation* 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Tom Kane, Executive Director 
Stephanie Ripperger, Executive Administrator 
Jonathan Wilson, MPO General Counsel 
Adam Noelting, Principal Transportation 

Planner 
Dylan Mullenix, Senior Transportation Planner 
Zac Bitting, Associate Transportation Planner 
Bethany Wilcoxon, Associate Transportation 

Planner 
 

3



I.  Call to Order 
 
MPO Chair Ted Ohmart called the December 8, 2010, meeting to order at 11:47 a.m.  

 
II.  Approval of Agenda 
 

MOTION: A motion was made to approve the December 8, 2010, 
Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Executive Committee meeting agenda.  

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

III.  Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 

MOTION: A motion was made to approve the November 10, 2010, 
Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Executive Committee special meeting minutes. 

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
IV. (A.) Federal Fiscal Year 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program 

Amendment – Iowa Department of Transportation 
 

MOTION: A motion was made to recommend that the Des Moines 
Area Metropolitan Planning Organization approve 
amending the Federal Fiscal Year 2011-2014 
Transportation Improvement Program to make the 
following addition: 

 
Add a pavement rehabilitation project in 
Federal Fiscal Year 2011 on Iowa Highway 
160/Iowa Highway 415 in Ankeny, PN# 
STP-()—2C-77, utilizing statewide Surface 
Transportation Program funding for 
$3,500,000; 

 
and forward the amendment to the Iowa Department of 
Transportation for inclusion in the Statewide 
Transportation Improvement Program, 2011-2014. 

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
IV. (B.) 28E Agreement Amendment 

 
MOTION: A motion was made to recommend that the Des Moines 

Area Metropolitan Planning Organization approve the 
Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
28E Sixth Amended and Substituted Agreement, as 
presented and attached, and submit to member 
governments for ratification by resolution of the 
governing bodies of three-fourths of the member 
governments. 

 
Motion Carried Unanimously 
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V. (A.) Fiscal Year 2010 Unified Planning Work Program and Budget Amendment, 

Current Fiscal Year 2011 Budget, and Fiscal Year 2012 Budget Development 
 
MOTION: A motion was made to recommend that the Des Moines 

Area Metropolitan Planning Organization approve the 
Fifth Amendment of the Des Moines Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization’s Fiscal Year 2010 Unified 
Planning Work Program budget to transfer federal funds 
among the approved work elements to cover expenses 
actually incurred to date and at no increase in the total 
budget, as presented and as attached. 

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

V. (B.) Federal Fiscal Year 2012 Transportation Appropriations Project List 
 

MPO staff presented; discussion only on Item V. (B.). 
 
V. (C.) Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Update 
 

MPO staff presented; discussion only on Item V. (C.). 
 
V. (D.) Executive Director Search Update 
 

MPO staff presented; discussion only on Item V. (D.). 
 
VI. Approval of the December 16, 2010, MPO Agenda 

 
MOTION: A motion was made to approve the December 16, 2010, 

Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
agenda, as presented and with the identified changes. 
 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
VII. Other Non-Action Items of Interest to the Committee 

 
(Brian Laurenzo arrived at 1:26 p.m.) 

  
VIII. Next Meeting Date 
 

11:30 a.m., Wednesday, January 12, 2011, MPO Meeting Room. 
 

IX. Adjournment 
 

Chair Ohmart adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m. 
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MEETING MINUTES 
 

Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Special Executive Committee 

1:30 p.m., Wednesday, December 8, 2010 
MPO Meeting Room 

Urbandale, Iowa 
 
The MPO Executive Committee held a special meeting at 1:30 p.m. on December 8, 2010, in the MPO 
Meeting Room.  Before the meeting, the MPO staff sent agenda packets to the MPO Executive 
Committee’s representatives and posted the agenda at the MPO office at 5:05 p.m. on December 6, 2010.  
The fiscal year-to-date publication cost of meeting minutes for the MPO: $764.75.  In addition to 
these published tentative minutes, there also may be additional meeting notes on file with the MPO 
staff that are public records and available upon request as provided by law.  These tentative 
minutes reflect all action taken at the meeting. 
 
 
Members Present: 
 
Ted Ohmart, City of West Des Moines 
Robert Mahaffey, City of Des Moines 
Brian Laurenzo, City of Johnston 
Angela Connolly, Polk County 
Tom Hockensmith, Polk County  
Chris Coleman, City of Des Moines 
 
Members Absent: 
 
Scott Cirksena, City of Clive 

 
 
Others Present: 
 
Todd Ashby 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Jonathan Wilson, MPO General Counsel 
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I.  Call to Order 
 
MPO Chair Ted Ohmart called the December 8, 2010, special meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  

 
II.  Approval of Agenda 
 

MOTION: A motion was made to approve the December 8, 2010, 
Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Executive Committee special meeting agenda.  

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

III.  Executive Director Recruitment Status Update 
 

Discussion only on Item III. 
 
IV. Other Non-Action Items of Interest to the Committee 

  
V. Next Meeting Date 
 

11:30 a.m., Wednesday, January 12, 2010, MPO Meeting Room. 
 

(Tom Hockensmith exited at 2:36 p.m.) 
 

VI. Adjournment 
 

Chair Ohmart adjourned the meeting at 2:37 p.m. 
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MEETING MINUTES 
 

Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Executive Committee 

12:00 p.m. (noon), Wednesday, December 29, 2010 
MPO Meeting Room 

Urbandale, Iowa 
 
The MPO Executive Committee held a special meeting at 12:00 p.m. on December 29, 2010, in the MPO 
Meeting Room.  Before the meeting, the MPO staff sent agenda packets to the MPO Executive 
Committee’s representatives and posted the agenda at the MPO office at 4:04 p.m. on December 22, 
2010.  The fiscal year-to-date publication cost of meeting minutes for the MPO: $764.75.  In 
addition to these published tentative minutes, there also may be additional meeting notes on file 
with the MPO staff that are public records and available upon request as provided by law.  These 
tentative minutes reflect all action taken at the meeting. 
 
 
Members Present: 
 
Ted Ohmart, City of West Des Moines 
Scott Cirksena, City of Clive 
Robert Mahaffey, City of Des Moines 
Angela Connolly, Polk County 
Brian Laurenzo, City of Johnston 
Tom Hockensmith, Polk County  
Chris Coleman, City of Des Moines 
 
Members Absent: 
 
 

 
 
Others Present: 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Jonathan Wilson, MPO General Counsel 
Stephanie Ripperger, Executive Administrator 
Adam Noelting, Principal Transportation 

Planner 
Dylan Mullenix, Senior Transportation Planner 
Luke Parris, Associate Transportation Planner 
Bethany Wilcoxon, Associate Transportation 

Planner 
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I.  Call to Order 
 
MPO Chair Ted Ohmart called the December 29, 2010, special meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.  

 
II.  Approval of Agenda 
 

MOTION: A motion was made to approve the December 29, 2010, 
Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Executive Committee special meeting agenda.  

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MOTION: A motion was made that the Des Moines Area 

Metropolitan Planning Organization Executive 
Committee convene in closed session pursuant to Iowa 
Code Section 21.5(1)(i). 

 
AYE: Ohmart, Cirksena, Mahaffey, Connolly, Laurenzo, 

Hockensmith, and Coleman. 
 
NAY/ABSTAIN: None 
 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Chair Ohmart adjourned the closed session at 12:55 p.m. 

 
III.(A). Consider and Act Upon the Matter of the Executive Director Replacement 
 

MOTION: A motion was made to authorize the Des Moines Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization General Counsel to 
enter into negotiations with Executive Director 
replacement candidate R. Todd Ashby, with the 
understanding that the results of those negotiations 
would be reported to the Des Moines Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization Executive Committee at another 
special meeting to be held at 3:45 on December 30, 
2010, immediately prior to the Des Moines Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization special meeting.  It 
was anticipated that the Des Moines Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization Executive Committee would then 
be in a position to make a final recommendation at the 
Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
special meeting. 

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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III.(B). Consider and Act Upon the Matter of Interim Executive Director 
 
MOTION: A motion was made to recommend that the Des Moines 

Area Metropolitan Planning Organization Executive 
Committee recommend that the Des Moines Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization approve a 
resolution recommending the designation of Adam 
Noelting as Interim Executive Director. 

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
VI. Other Non-Action Items of Interest to the Committee 

  
VII. Next Meeting Date 
 

3:45 p.m., Thursday, December 30, 2010, Des Moines Botanical Center’s Willow Room. 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 

Chair Ohmart adjourned the meeting at 1:05 p.m. 
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MEETING MINUTES 
 

Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
Executive Committee 

3:45 p.m., Thursday, December 30, 2010 
Des Moines Botanical Center’s Willow Room 

 
The MPO Executive Committee held a special meeting at 3:45 p.m. on December 30, 2010, in the Des 
Moines Botanical Center’s Willow Room.  Before the meeting, the MPO staff sent agenda packets to the 
MPO Executive Committee’s representatives and posted the agenda at the MPO office at 3:05 p.m. on 
December 29, 2010.  The fiscal year-to-date publication cost of meeting minutes for the MPO: 
$764.75.  In addition to these published tentative minutes, there also may be additional meeting 
notes on file with the MPO staff that are public records and available upon request as provided by 
law.  These tentative minutes reflect all action taken at the meeting. 
 
 
Members Present: 
 
Ted Ohmart, City of West Des Moines 
Scott Cirksena, City of Clive 
Chris Coleman, City of Des Moines 
Robert Mahaffey, City of Des Moines 
Brian Laurenzo, City of Johnston 
Angela Connolly, Polk County 
Tom Hockensmith, Polk County  
 

 
 
Members Absent: 
 
Others Present: 
 
Staff Present: 
 
Jonathan Wilson, MPO General Counsel 
Adam Noelting, Principal Transportation 

Planner 
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I.  Call to Order 
 
MPO Chair Ted Ohmart called the December 30, 2010, special meeting to order at 3:47 p.m.  

 
II.  Approval of Agenda 
 

MOTION: A motion was made to approve the December 30, 2010, 
Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Executive Committee special meeting agenda.  

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

III.  Further Consider and Act Upon the Matter of the Executive Director 
Replacement 

 
MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to recommend that 

the Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Executive Committee recommend that the 
Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
approve the Resolution Recommending Authorization 
To Hire Executive Director and To Designate Interim 
Executive Director, as presented. 

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
VI. Other Non-Action Items of Interest to the Committee 

  
VII. Next Meeting Date 
 

11:30 a.m., Wednesday, January 12, 2011, MPO Meeting Room. 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 

Chair Ohmart adjourned the meeting at 3:55 p.m. 
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IV.(A). Federal Fiscal Year 2015 Surface Transportation Program and Surface 
Transportation Program Transportation Enhancement Project Priority 
Ranking Scores 

 
Action Item 

 
The MPO Transportation Technical Committee requests that: 

 
“ . . . the Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization Executive 
Committee recommend that the Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization receive and accept the Federal Fiscal Year 2015 Surface 
Transportation Program and Surface Transportation Program 
Transportation Enhancement project scores, and forward the 
following projects, scoring 50 points or more, to the Des Moines Area 
Metropolitan Planning Organization Surface Transportation 
Program Funding Subcommittee for consideration for Federal Fiscal 
Year 2015 funding: 
 
Surface Transportation Program 
 

Major Construction – Existing Category 
 

o City of Ankeny - Northeast 36th Street - 
Interstate Highway 35 to U.S. Highway 69 
(North Ankeny Boulevard) – 57 points 

o City of Grimes - Southeast 19th Street - Iowa 
Highway 141 to 2600' east of Iowa Highway 
141 – 80 points; 

o City of Grimes - Southeast 37th Avenue - Iowa 
Highway 141 to South James Street – 79 
points; 

o City of Grimes - Southeast 37th Avenue - Iowa 
Highway 141 to 700' west of Northwest 100th 
Street – 74 points; 

o City of Johnston - Northwest 70th Avenue - 
Northwest 86th Street to Northwest 100th 
Street – 64 points; 

o City of Urbandale - 100th Street - over 
Interstate Highways 35/80 – 53 points; 

o City of Urbandale - 142nd Street - Hickman 
Road (U.S. Highway 6) to Walnut Creek – 65 
points; 

o City of Urbandale (Grimes) - Meredith Drive 
- Northwest 128th Street to Northwest 142nd 
Street – 59 points; 

o City of Waukee - Alice's Road - Hickman 
Road (U.S. Highway 6) to University Avenue 
– 66 points; 

o City of Waukee - Waco Place - University 
Avenue to Ashworth Road – 50 points; 

o City of West Des Moines - Grand Avenue - 
Raccoon River Park to Interstate Highway 35 
– 67 points; 
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o Polk County - Beaver Drive - Interstate 
Highways 35/80 to Aurora Avenue – 60 
points; and, 

o Polk County - Northwest 66th Avenue 
(Kempton Bridge) - Northwest Beaver Drive 
to Northwest 26th Street – 72 points; 

 
Major Construction – New Category 

 
o City of Des Moines - Southeast Connector - 

Southeast 14th Street to Southeast 30th Street 
– 52 points; 

o City of Grimes - Southeast 50th Street - Iowa 
Highway 141 to South James Street – 64 
points; and, 

o Polk County - Northeast Beltway - Interstate 
Highway 80 to U.S. Highway 69 – 55 points; 

 
Minor Construction Category 

 
City of Des Moines - Southwest 9th Street at Kenyon 
Avenue – 63 points; 

 
Preservation 
 

o City of Des Moines - Grand Avenue - over Des 
Moines River – 61 points; 

o City of West Des Moines (Clive) - University 
Avenue - 22nd Street to 50th Street – 74 
points; 

o Iowa Department of Transportation - U.S. 
Highway 6 (Euclid Avenue) - U.S. Highway 69 
(Northeast 14th Street) to Hubbell Avenue – 
81 points; 

o Polk County - Northwest/Northeast Aurora 
Avenue - Northwest Morningstar Drive to 
Dixon Street – 66 points; and, 

o Polk County - Northeast 22nd Street - 
Northeast 66th Avenue to Des Moines 
Corporate Limits – 62 points; 

 
Alternative Transportation Category 

 
Des Moines Area Regional Transit Authority - 
Purchase of Three Buses – 61 points. 
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Surface Transportation Program Transportation Enhancement 
 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Category 
 

o City of Ankeny - Gay Lea Wilson Trail 
Extension (Ankeny Segment) - Southeast 54th 
Street to Northeast 54th Avenue – 77 points; 

o City of Des Moines - Ewing Park and Easter 
Lake Park Trail Connection - In Ewing Park, 
east of Indianola Avenue and leading into 
Easter Lake Park – 65 points; 

o City of Des Moines - Neal Smith Trail 
Connection - In Des Moines, from Kiwanis 
Nature Island to trail bridge over Saylor 
Creek – 70 points; 

o City of Johnston - Northwest Beaver Drive 
Trail - Northwest Beaver Drive from 
Northwest 66th Avenue to Eagle Crest Drive – 
58 points; 

o Polk County - Easter Lake Trail (Sections A 
and F) - Easter Lake Park Trail, west side of 
lake near Indianola Avenue – 65 points; and, 

o City of Urbandale - Walnut Creek Trail 
(Meredith Drive to 156th Street) - Along 
Walnut Creek at Meredith Drive northwest to 
156th Street – 64 points; 

 
Scenic/Environmental Category 
 

o City of Des Moines - Drake Area Streetscape   
- University Avenue and Forest Avenue from 
MLKing Jr Parkway to 31st Street – 79 
points; 

o City of Des Moines - Highland Park 
Streetscape (Phase 2) - Euclid Avenue from 
6th Avenue to Cornell Street – 75 points; 

o City of Des Moines - Ingersoll Avenue 
Streetscape (Phase 2) - Ingersoll Avenue from 
31st Street to 35th Street – 78 points; 

o City of Waukee - Key Intersection 
Improvements - Intersection of Alice's Road 
and Hickman Road (U.S. Highway 6) – 65 
points; and, 

o City of West Des Moines - Valley Junction 
Streetscape (Pedestrian/Roadway Lighting) - 
Locust Street to Railroad Avenue on 4th, 5th, 
and 6th Street – 65 points.” 
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Background Information 
 

The MPO staff: 
 

• Met with the MPO TTC Engineering Subcommittee on Monday, 
December 13, 2010, to review and to finalize the Surface Transportation 
Program (STP) project priority ranking scores for Federal Fiscal Year 
(FFY) 2015; 

• Received initial STP Transportation Enhancement (TE) 
Scenic/Environmental category project scores from the MPO TTC 
Planning Subcommittee on Wednesday, December 15, 2010; 

• Received initial STP TE Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities category project 
scores from the MPO Metropolitan Trails Planning Committee on 
Wednesday, December 15, 2010; and, 

• Has included, as supplemental items, copies of the STP and STP TE 
project priority ranking scoring criteria summaries. 

 
Staff Contact: Adam Noelting, aknoelting@dmampo.org; 

(515) 334-0075, extension #211; 
Luke Parris, lparris@dmampo.org; 
(515) 334-0075, extension #207. 
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V.(E). Passenger Rail Update 
 

Business Item 
 

The Iowa Department of Transportation (DOT):  
 

• Has developed a 10 Year Strategic Passenger Rail Plan draft; 
• Presented the draft plan at the January 3, 2011, Passenger Rail Advisory 

Group meeting;  
• Requests interested parties to review and comment on the draft plan by 

January 31, 2011;  
• Notes comments can be sent to the Iowa DOT Office of Rail’s Amanda 

Martin at Amanda.Martin@dot.iowa.gov; and,  
• Is working to secure state funding to match federal funds awarded in 2010 

to implement service between Chicago and Iowa City, and to secure 
annual operating assistance for the route.  
 

The MPO staff: 
 

• Notes the 10 Year Strategic Passenger Rail Plan addresses service along 
the Chicago-Omaha corridor; 

• Notes the Iowa DOT is required by the Federal Railroad Administration to 
review all potential corridors that would connect Omaha and Chicago, one 
of which includes the Iowa Interstate Railroad through Des Moines; 

• Notes the plan recommends the Iowa Interstate Railroad through Des 
Moines as the preferred route alternative; 

• Notes a more thorough analysis will soon begin to officially select the 
Chicago-Omaha route alignment;  

• Notes the plan also identifies future service between Kansas City and 
Minneapolis, via Des Moines, although plans for this route are beyond the 
10 year timeframe of the plan;  

• Has included, as a supplemental item to the agenda packet, a copy of 
the 10 Year Strategic Passenger Rail Plan. 

 
Staff Contact: Dylan Mullenix, dmullenix@dmampo.org; 
   (515) 334-0075, extension #202. 
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V.(F). Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Update 
 

Business Item 
 

The MPO staff: 
 

• Continues to work with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) to finalize the project budget and the terms of the 
grant, including the effective start date of the grant agreement; 

• Has included, as a supplemental item, the preliminary workplan 
submitted to HUD; 

• Released the Request for Qualifications on Monday, December 6, 2010, 
which was due on Thursday, January 6, 2011; 

• With assistance from a review committee, will make a recommendation to 
the Regional Plan for Sustainable Development (RPSD) Steering 
Committee at its January 13, 2011, meeting regarding which consultants to 
solicit Requests for Proposals from; and, 

• On January 6, 2011, met with regional representatives from HUD, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the Federal Highway Administration, 
and the Federal Transit Administration. 

 
Staff Contact: Bethany Wilcoxon, bwilcoxon@dmampo.org;  
   (515) 334-0075, extension #208. 
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